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Institutional showcasing more early research: preprints

https://digitalcommons.biola.edu/faculty-articles/408/


Institutional showcasing more early research: working papers 



Uptick in non-COVID research showcasing as well
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More research showcasing alone doesn’t explain the jump in 
uploads.  What else is going on? 

Data from across a 
community of nearly 
600 institutions using 
Digital Commons as 
their IR platform shows 
an 84% increase in 
uploads.  



An uptick in the archiving use-
case for the IR as well; with a 
focus on capturing COVID’s 
historical impact

https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/lib_ac_covidfacreflect/


Uptick in publishing 
primary datasets for 
peer researchers as 
well; facilitating 
researcher 
collaboration



“It’s no secret that COVID-19 has 
affected nearly every aspect of our 
daily life. Don’t let your hard work 
get left behind. If you were 
scheduled to present at a 
conference that has been canceled 
follow these steps to ensure your 
work is properly cited and shared.”
Office of Academic Affairs, University of 
Nebraska  Medical Center

Universities are publishing researcher 
works when their conference cancels; 
researcher collaboration 

https://connected.unmc.edu/blog/2020/03/20/canceled-conferences-cite-and-share-your-work/


Universities are throwing a life-line to conferences by publishing 
their proceedings; researcher collaboration

John Hopkins University’s 
JHU Macksey Symposium
• In-person conference canceled due to COVID
• 400-500 attendees from around the world had 

been expected 
• Authors needed support for a variety of 

formats, including: posters, multi-page PDFs, 
video files, sound files, PowerPoint 
presentations. 



Undergraduate Work: Due to COVID-19, 
Bowdoin College needed to quickly change 
its workflow for student honors projects. 
Deposit, review, and acceptance are (and will 
remain) entirely online within Digital 
Commons.

Graduate Theses and Dissertations: Louisiana 
State University is allowing graduates to complete 
their degrees remotely by submitting their final 
projects online through Digital Commons 

More students submitting their final work for review and 
publication; teaching and learning



Instructional materials are being more widely shared in 
support of teaching and learning



OER’s are hot and making the IR a very essential service 
platform; teaching and learning



More general administrative 
communications

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/covid19/


Institutional 
Showcasing 

Archiving Researcher 
Collaboration

Teaching and 
Learning

Administrative 
Communication

*** ** * *

Working papers
Pre-prints
Post prints
Diamond OA 
journals

COVID-related 
historical 
collections

Conferences 
and primary 
research 
materials

Research 
management, 
Tutorials, 
Syllabi, Open 
textbooks, and 
Open lessons. 

Communications 
around the 
operations of the 
institution

Let’s review the types of materials that are being added to IRs 
in growing numbers since COVID

https://digitalcommons.biola.edu/faculty-articles/408/
https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/lib_ac_covidfacreflect/
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What impact, if any, has COVID-19 had on the 
role of your Institutional Repository?

Very essential

Essential

Not very
essential
Not  essential

Preliminary findings 
from research 
survey of more than 
100 library leaders, 
library staff and 
other outside of the 
library dependent 
upon the IR.

The IR has risen to become a very essential service for many



Institutional 
Showcasing 

Archiving Researcher 
Collaboration

Teaching and 
Learning

Administrative 
Communication

Pre COVID *** ** * *

During COVID *** *** ** *** **

After COVID *** ** ** *** *

The IR supports more core use cases; use cases 
related to the day to day running of a university



"A new era of digital 
education is 
"generated” and all 
distance and digital 
contents/materials 
are became as part 
of everyday work for 
all institutions.” 
Library leader from 
Cyprus 

“The IR was used as a 
research platform when 
the University closed 
during  the Covid 19 
recess and introduced 
E-learning to all 
University students.” 
Staff librarian from 
Zimbabwe 

If your IR has become more essential, can you 
describe what has changed?



Thank you

jgbankier@bepress.com
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